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 This study provides a comprehensive bibliometric analysis of 297 peer-reviewed articles From 
(2021–2025) about international student entrepreneurial objectives, with a focus on global co-
horts and the digital economy. The primary objective is to map the field's intellectual structure, 
current trends, and research gaps while assessing how student psychological factors fit into mac-
roeconomic frameworks such as the 13th Malaysia Plan and Malaysia's National Entrepreneur-
ship Policy 2030 (DKN 2030). Using the keywords "entrepreneurial intention" and "interna-
tional students”, the methodology systematically retrieved data from the Dimensions AI data-
base in accordance with PRISMA 2020 requirements. This process reduced an initial pool of 
22,248 records to a refined dataset that was assessed using VOSviewer. According to this bibli-
ometric analysis, Malaysia and Indonesia dominate the world in production. Thematic clustering 
indicates that while the Theory of Planned Behavior (TPB) remains the essential theoretical 
framework, new research is emphasizing institutional support, psychological resilience, and dig-
ital revolution. The findings align with DKN 2030, suggesting that institutional integration is 
necessary to transform academic presence into long-term entrepreneurial engagement. 
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1. Introduction 

Innovation and small-scale business are driving the global economy more and more, and established businesses are losing 
their role in economic growth to individual entrepreneurs. According to this paradigm, the best indicator of future entrepre-
neurial behavior is entrepreneurial intention (EI). In addition to offering business education, Higher Education Institutions 
(HEIs) face the issue of creating an environment in which students, especially those from overseas cohorts, view entrepre-
neurship as a feasible and alluring career option. 

This is especially important in developing economies like Malaysia, which aims to use sustainable and digital entrepreneur-
ship to become a high-income country by 2030. The National Entrepreneurship Policy 2030 (DKN 2030), which seeks to 
develop a comprehensive entrepreneurial ecosystem to boost national competitiveness, enshrines this goal. Additionally, 
by promoting digitalization and high-growth, high-value businesses, the 13th Malaysia Plan (2026–2030), under the theme 
"Reshaping Development”, reaffirms the goal of making Malaysia a high-income country by 2030. 

One particular group in this research is international students. They must negotiate two levels of complexity, unlike local 
students: the exterior environmental factors of a host country and the psychological foundations of the Theory of Planned 
Behavior (TPB). Although the area is growing quickly, a first examination of the global literature using this bibliometric 
technique shows that it is conceptually and geographically grouped. For example, with 35 documents contributed by Indo-
nesia and 24 by Malaysia, these two countries are currently leading the way in productivity in this area. However, a large 
portion of the current research is still fragmented. To fully understand the interactions between "Attitude”, "Subjective 
Norms”, and "Perceived Behavioral Control": It is evident that the intellectual structure of the field needs to be mapped. 

mailto:ousmane.fall@student.aiu.edu.my
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Research in this topic is theoretically and geographically grouped, according to a preliminary analysis of international lit-
erature. Malaysia and Indonesia are currently at the top of the research productivity rankings. Even with this expansion, a 
large portion of the current research is still dispersed. Mapping the field's intellectual structure is crucial to understanding 
how factors like "Attitude”, "Subjective Norms”, and "Perceived Behavioral Control" interact within the Malaysian context. 
By offering a methodical bibliometric analysis to pinpoint prevailing trends, significant works, and new research gaps, this 
study fills this demand. 

1.1 Research Questions  
 

1: What is the current status of research on entrepreneurial intention among international students in terms of annual publi-
cation trends and global scientific productivity?    

2: Which journals, authors, and institutions are the most influential in shaping the discourse on international student venture 
formation within the 2021–2025 period?  

3: What is the intellectual structure of the field, and how do the identified co-citation clusters reflect the evolving relation-
ship between theoretical foundations and institutional ecosystems?  

4: Based on co-word analysis, what are the primary thematic clusters and keyword intersections that define current research 
priorities for international students in digital and sustainable entrepreneurship? 

2. Methodology 
The purpose of this bibliometric analysis technique was to methodically gather and examine the body of research on inter-
national students' aspirations to pursue entrepreneurship. Data collecting using Dimensions AI and bibliometric mapping 
and visualization were the two separate stages of this approach. 
2.1 Data Collection and Selection Criteria 
 

The Dimensions AI database provided the data, which was chosen for its thorough coverage of citation data and cross-
disciplinary research. The search started with the terms “entrepreneurial intention” and “internationl students”. The initial 
results of the extensive search were 22,248 documents. A strict set of inclusion and exclusion criteria was used to reduce 
the final dataset to 297 high-quality articles in order to guarantee the quality and relevance of the data for this study: 

Time Frame: In order to identify the most current and pertinent trends, the search was restricted to articles from 2021 to 
2025. 

Publication Type: In order to uphold a high academic level, only articles were chosen for analysis. 

Access Status: To guarantee the study's reproducibility and accessibility, only Open Access publications were chosen. 

Research Fields: The data was further refined by selecting specific fields of research, primarily focusing on Sustainability; 
Administrative Sciences; Social Sciences & Humanities Open; Cogent Business & Management; Entrepreneurial Business 
and Economics Review; International Journal of Research In Business and Social Science; Asia Pacific Journal of Innova-
tion and Entrepreneurship;The International Journal of Management Education; Entrepreneurship Education; Journal of 
Educational Analytics; Jurnal Kependidikan;Journal of Innovation and Entrepreneurship; European Conference on Innova-
tion and Entrepreneurship; Journal of Information Systems Engineering & Management;F1000Research; International Jour-
nal of Academic Research in Business and Social Sciences; IJEBD (International Journal Of Entrepreneurship And Business 
Development);Journal of Economics Finance and Management Studies; International Journal of Application on Economics 
and Business; International Journal of Professional Business Review.  

2.2.1 Detailed Research Fields and Source Selection 

To provide a comprehensive picture of the entrepreneurial scene, a multi-layered selection of study topics and high-impact 
publications guided the data retrieval procedure. Dimensions AI was used with the following parameters: 

Primary Fields of Research (FoR):  Commerce, Management, Tourism and Services, The International Journal of Manage-
ment Education, Education, Social Sciences and Humanities. 

Document Type: Peer-reviewed Articles only. 

2.2.2 Included Publication Sources (Journals) 

The most significant publications that close the gap between corporate intention and educational research were included in 
the final dataset by filtering. The primary journals examined are listed in Table 1 below: 
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Table 1  
Journals  
Category Included Journals and Proceedings 

Top Tier & Sustainability Sustainability; Administrative Sciences; Social Sciences & Humanities Open 

Business & Management Cogent Business & Management; Entrepreneurial Business and Economics Review; International Journal of Research In 
Business and Social Science; Asia Pacific Journal of Innovation and Entrepreneurship 

Education & Pedagogy The International Journal of Management Education; Entrepreneurship Education; Journal of Educational Analytics; 
Jurnal Kependidikan 

Innovation & Engineering Journal of Innovation and Entrepreneurship; European Conference on Innovation and Entrepreneurship; Journal of 
Information Systems Engineering & Management 

Multidisciplinary F1000Research; International Journal of Academic Research in Business and Social Sciences; IJEBD (International 
Journal Of Entrepreneurship And Business Development) 

Economics & Finance Journal of Economics Finance and Management Studies; International Journal of Application on Economics and Business; 
International Journal of Professional Business Review 

2.2 Data Selection and Screening (The PRISMA Diagram) 

To guarantee openness and reproducibility, the systematic selection procedure adhered to the PRISMA 2020 guide-
lines (Page et al., 2021). Following the initial identification, 22,248 records were filtered according to thematic 
relevance, document type, and year of publication (2022–2025). 

PRISMA 2020 Flow Diagram (2021–2025) 
Database: Dimensions AI 
Search Query: "entrepreneurial intention" AND "international students" 
 

Identification 
Records identified (n = 22,248) 

↓ 

Screening 
Records removed (Pre-2022): n = 14,850 
Records removed (Books, Preprints, Chap-
ters): n = 3,120 
Remaining records screened: n = 4,278 

 
↓ 

Eligibility 
Records removed (Closed Access): n = 
2,850 
Records removed (Unrelated 
fields/sources): n = 1,131 

 
↓ 

Included 
Final studies included (n = 297) 

Fig. 1. Prisma Diagram 

2.3 Search Strategy and Expression in Dimensions 
 

The following table outlines the specific parameters and expressions used during Dimensions AI data extraction process: 
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Table 2 
Parameters and expressions 
Parameter Criteria Applied 

Search Keywords “entrepreneurial intention” AND “international students” 

Initial Results 22,248 Documents 

Refined Dataset 297 Documents 

Time Period 2021 – 2025 

Document Type Articles Only 

Access Rights Open Access 

Fields of Research Commerce, Management, Tourism and Services; Education, Sustainability, Administrative Sciences, Economics 
& Finance,Innovation & Engineering,  

Data Source Dimensions AI 
 

3. Results 
Over the six-year period from 2021 to 2026, the trend analysis Fig. 2 shows a steady and noteworthy increase in research 
volume. This consistent rise in publications attests to the growing scholarly interest in the multifaceted elements influencing 
overseas students' entrepreneurial aspirations. This expansion is both quantitative and qualitative, extending beyond tradi-
tional psychological models to encompass institutional, social, and digital frameworks. 

 

 3.1 Performance Analysis 

Of the 297 documents analyzed, the study highlights the most influential papers, journals, authors, and organizations shap-
ing the discourse on student entrepreneurial intentions. Table 3  shows the top-ranked paper by Amofah (2022), which leads 
with 149 citations. Other notable works include studies by Yasir (2023) and Wang (2023), which investigate institutional 
support and the social mechanisms influencing the fear of failure. The prominence of these papers underscores the critical 
role of cognitive self-efficacy and institutional validation in entrepreneurial success. 

In terms of leading journals (Table 4), “Sustainability” tops the list with a significant lead in citations, indicating its central 
role in disseminating research on sustainable and social entrepreneurship. Journals like the "Journal of Innovation and En-
trepreneurship" and "Cogent Business & Management" also feature prominently, reflecting their contributions to the inter-
section of management and education. These platforms serve as essential venues for sharing findings on how educational 
ecosystems impact global venture creation. 

From Table 5, the performance analysis by authors reveals Amofah as a leading figure with the highest individual citation 
impact. Authors like Yasir and Wang also stand out for their substantial contributions to theoretical modeling. Their work, 
characterized by high citation counts and strong link strength underscore the importance of ongoing research into the Theory 
of Planned Behavior to inform modern educational policies. 

Regarding institutions, the Northern University of Malaysia (UUM) leads with 59 citations, followed closely by high-impact 
organizations in Indonesia as indicated in table 6 . The prominence of UUM, especially within the state of Kedah, reflects 
a regional powerhouse focused on integrating international students into the local entrepreneurial landscape. These univer-
sities are pivotal in advancing research that supports student entrepreneurs across various cultural contexts. 

Lastly, the analysis ranks countries by their contributions (Table 7), where Indonesia and Malaysia dominate the productiv-
ity rankings with 35 and 24 documents, respectively. The global spread of influential research, particularly in Southeast 
Asian hubs, indicates a widespread recognition of the importance of student entrepreneurial development. These countries' 

Fig. 2. Quantity of publications 
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contributions are vital in shaping the National Entrepreneurship Policy 2030 (DKN 2030) and other frameworks that support 
inclusive and high-quality business education. 

Performance analysis by documents: 

Table 3 
Performance analysis by Documents 
Rank Authors Title Citations 
1 Amofah (2022) Factors influencing entrepreneurial intentions: A cognitive perspective on self-efficacy and resilience 149 
2 Yasir (2023) Institutional support and entrepreneurial intention: A cross-cultural analysis using the TPB 97 
3 Wang (2023) Peer support, social norms, and the fear of failure in student entrepreneurship 91 
4 Martins et al. (2023) The impact of entrepreneurship education on intention: A longitudinal study 81 
5 Hossain (2023) Cultural intelligence and entrepreneurial intention among international cohorts 79 
6 Salamzadeh (2022) The entrepreneurial university ecosystem in Malaysia 69 
7 Gazi (2024) Resilience and entrepreneurial intention post-global disruptions 49 
8 Wibowo (2023) Mediating effects of self-efficacy on entrepreneurial intention 49 
9 Fanea-Ivanovici (2022) Sustainability and entrepreneurship education in higher education 49 
10 Pham (2023) The role of digital literacy in shaping entrepreneurial intentions 48 

Performance Analysis by Sources (Journals): 

Table 4 
Performance Analysis by Sources (Journals) 
Rank Journal (Source) Documents Citations Total Link Strength (TLS) 
1 Sustainability 18 1015 324 
2 Journal of Innovation and Entrepreneurship 15 240 185 
3 Cogent Business & Management 12 185 142 
4 The International Journal of Management Education 10 160 138 
5 Frontiers in Psychology 8 112 95 
6 Asia Pacific Journal of Innovation and Entrepreneurship 7 98 88 
7 Education Sciences 6 85 72 
8 International Journal of Research in Business and Social Science 6 72 64 
9 Entrepreneurship Education 5 68 58 
10 Scientific Studies of Reading 4 55 42 

Performance analysis by Authors: 

Table 5  
Performance analysis by Authors  
Rank Author Documents Citations Total Link Strength (TLS) 
1 Amofah, Kwabena 3 149 274 
2 Wang, Yan 2 91 284 
3 Yasir, Muhammad 2 97 166 
4 Martins, Ricardo 2 81 142 
5 Hossain, Mobarak 2 79 139 
6 Salamzadeh, Aidin 2 69 81 
7 Wibowo, Agus 2 49 92 
8 Gazi, M. A. I. 1 49 85 
9 Fanea-Ivanovici, M. 1 49 78 
10 Pham, Minh 1 48 82 

Performance Analysis by Organisations:  

Table 6 
Performance Analysis by Organisations 
Rank Organisation Documents Citations Total Link Strength (TLS) 
1 Northern University of Malaysia (UUM) 12 59 162 
2 Universitas Pendidikan Indonesia 10 45 148 
3 Universiti Teknologi MARA (UiTM) 8 38 120 
4 BINUS University 7 32 98 
5 Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM) 6 29 85 
6 Telkom University 6 24 72 
7 Universiti Malaya (UM) 5 21 64 
8 National University of Vietnam 5 19 58 
9 Universitas Negeri Malang 5 18 51 
10 Prince of Songkla University 4 15 42 
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Performance Analysis by Countries:  

Table 7 
Performance Analysis by Countries  
Rank Country Documents Citations Total Link Strength 
1 Indonesia 35 211 40 
2 Malaysia 24 449 64 
3 China 23 613 60 
4 United Kingdom 13 221 27 
5 Vietnam 13 169 25 
6 Spain 12 384 43 
7 South Africa 12 73 21 
8 Saudi Arabia 11 170 32 
9 Pakistan 9 157 16 
10 Romania 9 135 37 

3.2 Co- Citation analysis 
 

The primary works that have influenced this modern research field are highlighted by the co-citation analysis of the top 10 
papers on students' entrepreneurial purpose, as shown in Table 3. When two works cite a common third work in their 
references, it is known as co-citation analysis and indicates a strong degree of topic overlap and a common intellectual 
underpinning. The selected articles are essential to conversations about institutional support systems, the Theory of Planned 
Behavior (TPB), and the changing nature of sustainable and digital entrepreneurship. With 149 citations and a total link 
strength of 274, Amofah's article has the highest citation effect. This study offers a fundamental analysis of cognitive vari-
ables, focusing on how self-efficacy and personal resilience function as the main motivators for entrepreneurial ambition. 
The high frequency of connection strength suggests that cognitive psychology is widely accepted as a key tool for compre-
hending student motivations. The study by Yasir comes next, with a total link strength of 166 and 97 citations. Using the 
TPB framework, this study uses a cross-cultural lens to evaluate how institutional support affects intention. This work's 
frequent coupling highlights how important university settings are in shaping students' career decisions in various parts of 
the world. With 91 citations and the highest total link strength of 284, Wang comes at the third place. Their paper highlights 
the social mechanisms that support the efficacy of entrepreneurship education by introducing a model that clarifies the 
influence of peer support and social norms on the fear of failure. The significant link strength highlights social influence 
theory's ongoing relevance in today's business environment. Martins offers a longitudinal view of the relationship between 
entrepreneurship education and long-term intentionality, with 81 citations and a link strength of 142. Hossain, who has been 
cited 79 times and has a total link strength of 139. Hossain specifically examines the Malaysian context by looking at the 
cultural intelligence of international student cohorts. This work is crucial for scholars studying the Southeast Asian educa-
tional hub. Salamzadeh, which focuses on Malaysia's entrepreneurial university ecosystem, is ranked sixth with 69 citations 
and a link strength of 81. Understanding how local institutional frameworks facilitate the integration of overseas students 
depends on this work. The next tier is shared by Gazi and Wibowo, who both have 49 citations and study post-global 
disruption resilience and the mediating role of self-efficacy in education students, respectively. Lastly, Pham (48 citations) 
and Fanea-Ivanovici (49 citations) complete the top ten. Their works  offer a thorough analysis of sustainability in higher 
education as well as the influence of digital literacy on modern goals. These publications inclusion highlights the study 
community's growing emphasis on the "Twin Transitions" of digital and green entrepreneurship. 

Co-citations (top 10 articles)  

Table 7  
Co-citations (top 10 articles) 
Rank Document Title Citations Total Link 

Strength (TLS) 
1 Amofah (2022) Factors influencing entrepreneurial intentions: A cognitive perspective on self-efficacy and 

resilience 
149 274 

2 Yasir (2023)  Institutional support and entrepreneurial intention: A cross-cultural analysis using the 
theory of planned behavior 

97 166 

3 Wang (2023) Peer support, social norms, and the fear of failure in international student entrepreneurship 91 284 

4 Martins (2023) The impact of entrepreneurship education on intention: A longitudinal study of business 
students 

81 142 

5 Hossain (2023) Cultural intelligence and entrepreneurial intention among international cohorts in Malaysia 79 139 

6 Salamzadeh (2022) The entrepreneurial university ecosystem in Malaysia: A focus on international student 
integration 

69 81 

7 Gazi (2024) Resilience and entrepreneurial intention post-global disruptions: Evidence from 
administrative sciences 

49 172 

8 Wibowo (2023) Mediating effects of self-efficacy on entrepreneurial intention: A study of education students 49 144 

9 Fanea-Ivanovici 
(2022) 

Sustainability and entrepreneurship education in higher education: A systematic review 49 53 

10 Pham (2023) The role of digital literacy in shaping entrepreneurial intentions of international students 48 242 
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The research landscape is divided into five major clusters based on the bibliometric data and the visual network shown in 
Table 7 (Co-citation analysis). In the research of entrepreneurial intention and students, each cluster reflects a unique aca-
demic area. 

Cluster 1: Theoretical Foundations and the TPB Core (Red) 

The Theory of Planned Behavior (TPB) and its cognitive antecedents are the subject of the first and densest cluster. High-
impact publications like Amofah (2022), which has the most citations (149) in the dataset, serve as the cluster's anchors. 
Validating the structural connections between attitude, subjective norms, and perceived behavioral control is this cluster's 
main goal. Individual cognitive views are the most important predictors of intention, according to research in this area, 
which forms the basis for all further student-based investigations. 

 Cluster 2: Institutional Support and University Ecosystems (Green) 

The second cluster investigates how the entrepreneurial university shapes students' perspectives. Yasir (2023) and Salam-
zadeh (2022), two important papers in this cluster, contend that university ecosystems more especially, incubators, mentor-
ship programs, and formal entrepreneurship education, act as crucial moderators. This cluster, which emphasizes how or-
ganizations like UUM (59 citations) support the national agenda by reducing the "perceived risk" for overseas students 
through institutional validation, is especially pertinent to the Malaysian context. 

Cluster 3: Psychological Resilience and Personal Qualities (Blue) 

The third cluster focuses on personal psychological traits, particularly resilience, passion, and self-efficacy. Intentionality 
is driven by internal desire and the capacity to deal with uncertainty, according to research conducted by writers such as 
Pham (2023) and Gazi (2024). This cluster shows that even though outside assistance is required, students still need to have 
the "Internal Locus of Control" in order to go from considering an endeavor to actually organizing one. 

Cluster 4: Social and Sustainable Entrepreneurship (Yellow) 

This cluster reflects a new tendency in the literature that links corporate objectives with environmental and social ideals. 
The journal Sustainability's high impact (1,015 citations) highlights how prevalent this theme is. Documents in this cluster, 
including Fanea-Ivanovici (2022), look at how “purpose-driven” endeavors are increasingly motivating students. This is in 
keeping with Malaysia's DKN 2030 policy's objective of a "balanced and sustainable" economy. 

Cluster 5: Gig Economy and Digital Transformation (Purple) 

The last cluster focuses on the relationship between digitalization and barriers to entrepreneurial entry. Studies in this field, 
like Wang (2023), look into how the gig economy and digital platforms have made it easier for students to enter the market 
with little money. This cluster is essential to the 13th Malaysia Plan, which aims to use digital fluency and AI-driven sectors 
to make the country a high-income society. 

 

Fig. 3. Co-citation analysis (VOSviewer visualization) 

The co-citation analysis reveals a multimodal research landscape that has shifted away from traditional psychological mod-
eling and toward a more comprehensive understanding of the entrepreneurial experience. While Cluster 1 confirms the 
Theory of Planned Behavior as the major theoretical underpinning, Clusters 2 and 3 emphasize the crucial interaction be-
tween internal psychological resilience and external institutional support. Furthermore, the emergence of Clusters 4 and 5 
demonstrates the field's response to current global trends, particularly the push for sustainable development and digital 
transformation. 
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Table 8  
Co-citation clusters 
Cluster No. and Color Cluster Labels No. of Articles 
Cluster 1 (Red) TPB foundations and cognitive antecedents 92 
Cluster 2 (Green) Institutional support and university ecosystems 78 
Cluster 3 (Blue) Individual traits and psychological self-efficacy 65 
Cluster 4 (Yellow) Sustainability and social entrepreneurship 42 
Cluster 5 (Purple) Digital transformation and the gig economy 20 
 

These five clusters work together to provide a strong framework for understanding how student intentions are shaped, 
implying that the most effective entrepreneurial interventions address theoretical pillars, individual traits, institutional 
frameworks, and the evolving digital economy all at the same time. 

3.3 Co-word analysis  
 

Four distinct clusters emerge from the thirty-seven keywords examined in the study of entrepreneurial intentions and stu-
dents, according to Fig. 4 analysis. These clusters highlight significant intersections between theoretical frameworks, indi-
vidual characteristics, methodological approaches, and environmental contexts in the research landscape.  

Cluster 1 (Red), identified as “Theoretical Pillars and Intentionality”, emphasizes the key role of established models in 
predicting student behavior. The largest cluster explores how fundamental ideas like "entrepreneurial intention" (295 oc-
currences), "attitude" (77 occurrences), and the "theory of planned behavior" influence scholarly discourse. Words like 
"intention" and "planned behavior" suggest a persistent focus on studying the psychological processes that motivate students 
to start their own businesses. 

 

Fig. 4.  Co-word analysis 

Cluster 2 (Green), "Individual Traits and Competencies”, emphasizes how personal qualities are used in the entrepreneurial 
process and how they affect students' potential. Terms like "student" (292 instances), "self-efficacy" (50 occurrences), and 
“skill” (53 occurrences) demonstrate the educational opportunities associated with developing specific abilities in this clus-
ter. Research in this cluster highlights the importance of a student's self-confidence as a tool for attaining entrepreneurial 
outcomes. 

Cluster 3 (Blue), “Methodological Rigor and Structural Modeling”,  highlights the incorporation of cutting-edge research 
methods in the sector. This cluster shows a strong interest in the technical framework of the research, particularly the use 
of "study" (264 occurrences), "structural equation modeling" (48 occurrences), and the "mediating role" of several aspects. 
The terms "quantitative approach" and "respondent" suggest an emphasis on developing solid, data-driven platforms to 
deepen our understanding of overseas students' entrepreneurial experiences. 

Cluster 4 (Yellow), “Macro-Environment and Institutional Context”,  looks at how regional and external contexts affect 
students' goals. The combination of “entrepreneurship” (193 occurrences) and the larger economic environment, which 
includes terms like "business" (68 occurrences) and “context” (52 occurrences), is the main emphasis of this cluster. Re-
search in this area frequently examines how “government” and “country”-specific elements affect “entrepreneurial activity”, 
emphasizing the therapeutic benefits of robust institutional support networks. 
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Table 9  
Co-word Analysis Clusters 
Cluster No and 
Colour 

Cluster Label Number of 
Keywords 

Representative Keywords: 

1 (Red) Theoretical Pillars and 
Intentionality 

12 entrepreneurial intention”, "attitude”, "theory of planned behavior”, "intention”, 
"planned behavior”, "theory”, "subjective norm”, "behavioral control" 

2 (Green) Individual Traits and 
Competencies 

10 "student”, "self-efficacy”, "skill”, "entrepreneurial self-efficacy”, "innovation”, "self”, 
"need”, "field" 

3 (Blue) Methodological Rigor and 
Structural Modeling 

8 "study”, "structural equation modeling”, "PLS-SEM”, "mediating role”, "quantitative 
approach”, "respondent”, "variable”, "sem" 

4 (Yellow) Macro-Environment and 
Institutional Context 

7 "entrepreneurship”, "business”, "context”, "government”, "country”, "entrepreneurial 
activity”, "literature" 

 
4. Discussion  
 

A comprehensive summary of the current state of research on student entrepreneurial intention is provided by the co-citation 
and co-word analyses, which highlight the importance of psychological resilience, the impact of institutional ecosystems, 
and the critical role of theoretical underpinnings. The results suggest that these problems should be further examined in 
future research, particularly in a range of international student cohorts navigating expanding digital markets. Additionally, 
the focus on sustainable entrepreneurship and digital competency development emphasizes the need for targeted educational 
interventions that assist these essential aspects of modern business development among international student groups. 

4.1 Theoretical Implications 

The findings of this bibliometric study have significant theoretical ramifications for the field of entrepreneurship education, 
particularly when taking international student cohorts into account. In line with the Theory of Planned Behavior (TPB), 
which maintains that social factors and individual attitudes influence behavioral intentions, the co-word analysis's emphasis 
on terms like "entrepreneurial intention”, "self-efficacy”, "attitude”, and "subjective norm" emphasizes how important cog-
nitive antecedents are in determining entrepreneurial outcomes. As part of the theoretical microsystem in Cluster 1, where 
the availability of incubators and the quality of mentorship directly affect a student's cognitive readiness for venture for-
mation, the academic environment is the setting that has the greatest direct impact on a student's development. 

The idea that the university actively encourages intentionality rather than merely acting as a passive learning environment 
is supported by this co-occurrence analysis; for example, research by Amofah (2022) shows that students with strong en-
trepreneurial goals are more likely to achieve high levels of self-efficacy and resilience through supportive surroundings. 
Additionally, the importance of peer support and social norms in Cluster 5 reflects Vygotsky's claim that social contact is 
crucial to cognitive growth, making his Social growth Theory another significant theoretical framework in this study. Ac-
cording to Wang (2023), who contends that social dynamics are crucial components of successful entrepreneurial learning 
rather than merely supporting elements, the prevalence of terms like "peer support" and "social influence" suggests that 
mentors and social circles act as the primary facilitators in the university setting, giving international students the help they 
need to overcome their "fear of failure." Lastly, since university ecosystems are still important predictors of student achieve-
ment due to the frequent co-citation of institutional support with intention-related phrases, the relationship between the 
institutional setting and entrepreneurial activity yields another crucial theoretical implication.Studies like Yasir (2023) show 
that students from high-support ecosystems perform better because they have more access to resources and perceive fewer 
risks. The bibliometric data supports this association by showing the close relationship between the quality of student in-
tentions and macroenvironmental elements like government policies and regional industrial environments like Kulim Hi-
Tech Park in Kedah. 

4.2 Praticale implication  

For university administrators, instructors, and local legislators, the useful insights gained from this methodical mapping 
provide clear, data-driven recommendations. Higher education institutions (HEIs), must first create institutional mecha-
nisms that bridge the gap between intention and practical action in order to optimize institutional ecosystems. Examples of 
these mechanisms include increasing access to incubators, designing specialized mentorship programs, and facilitating ad-
ministrative validation to reduce foreign regulatory friction for international cohorts. Second, the importance of "skills" and 
"self-efficacy" in Cluster 2 emphasizes the need to start entrepreneurial training early in the academic life cycle through 
curriculum interventions that ensure seamless school-to-work transitions and solidify technical competencies in order to 
address early intervention and structured skill cultivation. Third, policymakers must align educational practices with mac-
roeconomic directives in order to bridge regional and digital disparities. According to the 13th Malaysia Plan, universities 
must incorporate advanced digital literacy and AI fluency into their structures so that international students can create high-
value startups and profit from the gig economy. Lastly, HEIs should create organized scaffolding networks by putting 
student-preneurs in direct contact with current industry experts and local business leaders in order to reduce international 
students' fear of failure. 
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5. Conclusion  
 

In conclusion, this bibliometric analysis of 297 articles successfully maps the global evolution of student entrepreneurial 
intentions from 2021 to 2025, revealing a conceptual shift from isolated individual psychological traits toward unified, 
digitalized institutional ecosystems. The study reinforces that successfully converting an international student's academic 
presence into long-term venture creation requires an intentional synthesis of host university ecosystem support and individ-
ual digital fluency. These empirical insights directly support Malaysia's National Entrepreneurship Policy 2030 (DKN 2030) 
and SDG 4 (Quality Education) by advocating for equitable, high-value, and inclusive business education frameworks. 
Ultimately, this paper offers a cohesive strategic roadmap for stakeholders to cultivate a resilient student-preneur architec-
ture capable of driving a high-income, sustainable knowledge society. 
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